NEW   MEN-OLD   METHODS
It Is as we!! to say now that in 1917 a serious
menace appeared. By that time the British Armv was
the British nation In khaki. Youngsters who, in the
normal way, would have gone to university, trade,
business or profession, had joined the service, and
over them the Army command was placed in loco
parentis. It was unequal to the task, not because It
wanted to avoid responsibility, but because It knew
no better.
In 1917, I urged with all my might that spirits
should not be allowed to be drunk In the army in
France. These were forbidden In France to the
French. With us, far from being forbidden, the
drinking of spirits was made easy. Canteens and
clubs behind the lines and at the bases were stocked
with alcohol.
Profiteers made money out of It at the expense of
the youth of the nation, which, had there been no
war, would never have learnt the taste of strong
drink, at least until years of discretion had been
reached.
As it turned out, families and homes were broken
up through this evil, habits being introduced Into
homes which, but for the war and the drink evil,
would have remained unshackled and free*
The legacy we have with us now. I know of at
least a dozen cases myself, where the habits of
drink and the vices associated with It and the loss
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